Exposition Structure

An exposition persuades others to think about an issue from a particular point of

view. It usually presents only one side of an argument and gives evidence to support

that viewpoint.

Introductory paragraph

• a strong opening statement to attract attention, possibly a rhetorical

question;

• statement of position regarding the issue or topic; and

• brief background information may be included.

Body

• a series of points reinforced with supporting evidence and strategically

• selected information;

• a new paragraph for each point and each paragraph beginning with a topic

• sentence;

• strongest argument presented first; and

• the paragraph before the conclusion can introduce an opposing argument

and

• rebut it.

• Note: refer to the question as often as possible. A good way to do this is to

consistently use the keywords from the question and your introduction

throughout your exposition.

Conclusion

• restatement of the position and the main arguments in different words;

• no new information is included;

• end with a personal comment or call to action; and

• leave the audience with something to think about, maybe an emotive plea.
