
Use your 10 Personal Words to complete the activities below. Think carefully and remember to check all your letter patterns and spelling.

Individual Activities

1. Make word shapes, word snakes or word sums for spelling words

2. Find small words in list words

3. Write the list words in alphabetical order or reverse alphabetical order

4. Write spelling words with eyes closed or from memory

5. Sort words according to: initial/final letters; number of letters; number of syllables; number of vowels; number of consonants; parts of speech(adjectives, verbs, nouns, adverbs, etc); or by own choice

6. Find antonyms, synonyms, homophones or homographs for the spelling words

7. Make word builders by adding “s”, “ed”, “ing”, “er”, “est”, etc

8. Write list words in sentences or as a question

9. Write definitions for spelling words

10. Write the base words for the list words

11. Study and find word origins for words

12. Hidden words – using the letters in a word to make as many new words as possible

13. Rank words in level of difficulty to learn to spell

14. Alphabet search following a pattern or rule

15. Write a paragraph using a set number of list words

16. Find words which have homographs

17. Anagrams of list words or search for any others

18. Write your words using one colour for the consonants and another for the vowels

19. Write “v” below the vowels and “c” below the consonants in list words then underline any “vcv” and “vccv” patterns that you see

20. Split words into syllables

21. Sort words according to their long or short vowel sounds

22. Write rhyming words for list words

23. Make word builders by adding prefixes eg “un”, “dis”, “pre”, “pro”, “anti”, etc

24. Select verbs and write them as past, present and future tense

25. Write comparatives and superlatives for list words eg heavy, heavier, heaviest

Partner Activities

1. Make “What am I?” clues

2. Make memory helpers for list words; for example, a piece of pie
3. Make your own “read and illustrate” activities to swap with a partner

4. Jumble words and swap with a partner

5. Jumble sentences using spelling words and swap with a partner

6. Make word sleuths/finds or crossword puzzles on grid paper and swap with a partner

7. Make yes/no questions or true/false statements containing spelling words and swap with a partner

8. With a partner, play noughts and crosses: test each other on your words by placing a nought or cross only when the word is spelt correctly

9. With your partner, highlight double vowels and/or double consonants in list words

10. Make many rhebus with your words and have a partner try and solve them

11. Look for “portmanteau” (eg smoke + fog =smog) words from you and your partner’s lists

12. Write your partner’s list words in cloze sentences and have them fill in the blanks

13. With a partner, challenge another pair to brainstorm, in three minutes, as many words as you all can that relate to a given word from your list (you get two points for any word that you think of). Use dictionaries and thesauruses to check all spelling. You get one point for any extra words that you find

